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^P AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATIO N SUMMAR Y REPOR T si/762/ioi 4
Publicotion of thi s repor t it ovthorite d by the Secretar y unde r the provision s of Ai r Navigatio n Regulation s 28 3 (1)

1. LOCATIO N O F OCCURRENCE
1 H»lgh t a.m.t.l.

S^kilometres south-wes t o f Grafton, Ne w South Wales 400 0 feet
Dot* Tim * (Local ) Zon o

21.3.76 165 5 hours ES T
WTHE AIRCRAF T
Mok* an d McxW I
Piper PA32/26 0

Certificate o f Regi»trotto n tstue d t o

10 Hall Street,
Tamworth, Ne w South Wales.

Reg! strotion Certificat e o f Ai r wor thine* i
VH-POR Vali d from 2 4 . 6 . 75

Operotor

179 Henry Street ,
Werris Creek , Ne w South Wales.

Degree o f damag e t o aircraf t
Destroyed

Other propert y damage d

Nil
O.t.ci. di.cov.'.d

Nil

3. TH E FLIGHT
Lost o f infvndo d doportur * poin t Tim * o f doportur* Nox t poin t o f Intondo d lendin g Purpo* * o f flight Clot s o f oporotio n

Gĵ ton 162 5 hours Tamwort h Trave l Privat e

4. TH E CRE W
Norn* Stotu *

 Pilo t

Ag« Clo u o f llcone * Hour * o n type

39 Privat e 4 6

Total hour * Dogr* * o f injur y

177 Fata l

5. OTHE R PERSON S (Al l pononyft on d poriont Injure d on ground)
Nom« Stotu*

Passenger

Passenger

D*gr«« o f I n j u r y

Fatal

Fatal

Name Statu*

Passenger Fatal

6. RELEVAN T EVENT S
The aircraft wa s equipped with a  radi o compass an d an automatic pilo t which coul d be used t o turn o n to and

hold an y selected heading but th e aircraf t wa s authorised onl y for VF R operations. Th e pilo t di d not hold any
class o f instrument rating and was therefore restricte d to fligh t i n accordance wit h the Visua l Flight Rule s (VFR) .
Earlier i n the da y the pilo t had flow n th e aircraf t fro m Tamwort h to Grafton , wit h fou r passengers , an d for mos t
of th e fligh t th e aircraf t ha d been above cloud. Approachin g Grafton, th e aircraf t ha d for a  shor t tim e flow n
through cloud and some associate d turbulence and it lande d at Grafto n a t approximatel y 103 0 hours .

The pilo t subsequently telephoned Coffs Harbou r Fligh t Service Uni t (FSU ) and advised detail s o f his fligh t
plan fo r a  retur n VF R flight t o Tamworth . Th e plan detail s indicate d a n estimated departur e tim e fro m Grafto n
of 160 0 hours, a  cruising altitude o f 6000 feet t o Armidal e and 4000 feet fro m Armidal e to Tamworth , a  fligh t
time o f 84 minutes an d a  fue l enduranc e of 220 minutes. Afte r taking off , the pilo t established radi o
communication with Coff s Harbou r FSU and reported hi s departur e tim e a s 162 5 hours. Ther e wer e n o further
communications receive d fro m th e aircraf t an d at 181 5 hours , th e time previousl y nominate d by the pilo t for th e
commencement o f search an d rescue action, th e Uncertaint y Phase was declared . Whe n n o information as t o th e
whereabouts o f the aircraf t ha d been receive d b y 1900 hours, th e Distress Phas e was declare d an d search actio n
was commenced . A t 0845 hours o n the followin g day , th e wreckag e o f the aircraf t wa s locate d o n the north-eas t
slope o f a ridg e i n a remote , densel y timbered mountainou s area. Th e accident sit e wa s virtuall y o n the planned
track o f the aircraf t an d there i s evidence to indicate that , a t the time o f initial impact with trees , th e aircraf t
had been o n a south-south-westerl y heading in gently descending controlled fligh t with th e wings level an d at nea r
normal cruisin g speed. A  weak to moderately activ e lo w pressure trough passe d over th e north-eastern corne r of
New South Wales before th e fligh t commence d and, althoug h the weathe r condition s could no t be positivel y
determined, i t i s likel y that clou d covered som e o f the hig h terrain i n the area a t the time o f the accident .

OPINION A S TO CAUS E

There i s insufficien t evidenc e availabl e to determine th e cause o f this accident .
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