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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199101112 Occurrence Type: Incident 
Location: Melbourne VIC 
Date: 24 February 1991 Time: 1706 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 2 2 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 2 

 
Aircraft Details: Boeing 747-400   
Registration: D-ABTC   
Serial Number: Unknown   
Operation Type: Regular Public Transport   
Damage Level: Nil   
Departure Point: Kuala Lumpur MALAYSIA   
Departure Time: 0830 Approx   
Destination: Melbourne VIC   
 
Approved for Release: 11th June 1991 

Circumstances: 

The weather in the Melbourne area was clear, with good visibility. Runway 34 was in use and visual approaches 
were required. The aircraft, which was approaching Melbourne Airport from the west, was radar vectored onto base 
leg and descended to 3000 feet. At 1704 hours Melbourne Approach Control advised the crew that their position 
was nine miles south-west of the field. They were asked to advise when they had the runway in sight and also to say 
when the runway 34 lead in strobe lights were sighted. Shortly after, the crew responded that they had the runway 
and strobe lights in sight. Approach Control gave the crew their position as six miles south-west of the field, told 
them to make a visual approach and not to descend below one thousand five hundred feet until established on final. 
At 1706 hours the controller told the crew they were approaching the runway extended centre line. The Approach 
Controller noted that the aircraft was passing through the extended centre line and had not turned to line up with 
runway 34. He promptly issued instructions to the aircraft to climb to 2000 feet. At about the same stage the crew 
realised that the runway they had been looking at was too short for their operations and also decided to go around. 
Further radar vectors were given and the aircraft subsequently landed normally on runway 34 at Melbourne without 
any other problems. Runway 35 at Essendon Airport was the runway sighted by the pilots. It does not have lead in 
strobe lights. The crew indicated they must have seen reflections near Essendon which they mistook for strobe 
lights. On the approach the crew had seen a runway from a long way out, which they thought was the north/south 
runway for Melbourne Airport, but was in fact runway 35 at Essendon Airport. In the lighting conditions at the time 
they did not see Melbourne Airport, until on the go around. Runway 34 at Melbourne does not have an instrument 
approach procedure. However, the 165 radial from the Melbourne VHF Omni Range (VOR) radio aid at Melbourne 
Airport can be used to give an indication of the extended centre line for runway 34. Distance information from 
Melbourne was also available from the Melbourne International Distance Measuring Equipment. On the approach 
the minimum height descended to was just over 1000 feet above the elevation of Essendon Airport. 


