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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199101023 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Moorabbin Airport VIC 
Date: 25 January 1991 Time: 58 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 4 
Total 0 0 0 5 

 
Aircraft Details: Piper PA32R   
Registration: VH-PMP   
Serial Number: 32R-778280   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Moorabbin VIC   
Departure Time: 2200   
Destination: Moorabbin VIC   
 
Approved for Release: 10th February 1992 

Circumstances: 

After selecting gear up on DEPARTURE, the pilot noticed the gear unsafe light did not go out. He assessed that it 
was probably a false indication and continued with the local flight. On return for landing, the right main landing 
gear leg would not extend by the normal or the emergency systems. The pilot elected to land with the landing gear 
retracted. After conducting a trial approach and overshoot on runway 31, he made a shallow approach for the same 
runway from 6 to 7 km out. The wind was from the north-west at 10 to 15 kts. His intention was to touch down near 
the threshold. Full flap was selected on long final and airspeed was reduced to 60 kts, 15 kts below the normal 
approach speed. On late final sudden sink was experienced and the aircraft struck the ground about 120 m short of 
the runway. It then slid into a large drainage ditch along the airfield boundary. The right landing gear leg failed to 
extend because the bolt joining the upper and lower torque links had fractured. This bolt had become corroded and 
seized in the bushes through lack of lubrication. Bolt failure allowed the upper torque link to catch on a section of 
the landing gear bay, thereby preventing the gear leg from being extended. The pilot indicated that he elected to 
conduct the approach at a lower than normal airspeed because he wished to minimise the resulting ground slide. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. Mechanical failure to the right main gear torque link bolt, due to lack of lubrication.  

2. Landing approach conducted at a lower than recommended airspeed. 


