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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199101018 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Meadowbank Lake (60km NW Hobart) TAS
Date: 09 January 1991 Time: 1320
Highest Injury Level: Fatal
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 1 0 0 0

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 3 0 0 0

Total 4 0 0 0

Aircraft Details: Cessna 182-K
Registration: VH-KOH
Serial Number: 18257743
Operation Type: Private
Damage Level:  Destroyed
Departure Point: Bothwell TAS
Departure Time: 1302
Destination: Cox Bight TAS

Approved for Release: 27th March 1991
Circumstances:

The pilot was involved with a group of Venturer Scouts on camp in Tasmania. At the time of the accident, about 20
members of the group were involved in water skiing activities at Meadowbank Lake. The pilot had earlier arranged
to make two scenic flights to Cox Bight in the State's south-west for members of the group. He had also told one of
the scouts that he would fly past them at the lake. The lake was on the planned track to the south-west and the flight
on which the accident occurred was the first of the two planned flights. The lake is approximately 13 kilometres
long and lies generally in a north-west/south-east direction. The aircraft was seen approaching from the north-west
over the lake at low level. It flew past the group which was located on the south-west bank of the lake. The
occupants could be seen waving to those on the shore. Shortly after passing the group, the aircraft hit the top wire of
a three wire powerline that was suspended across the lake at a height of about 12 metres above the water. The wire
first impacted the left main wheel and then slid up the wheel leg. The wire broke at the poles from which it was
suspended either side of the lake. It was then dragged some distance by the aircraft. The two poles were
approximately 300 metres apart. The aircraft continued for about 500 metres before diving into the water. The
powerline would have been very difficult to see from the aircraft. There were no hazard markers of any description
on the powerline and it would have blended into the background of cliffs on the edge of the lake.

Significant Factors:
The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident
1. The aircraft was flown on a low altitude across the lake surface.

2. The powerline would have been difficult to see from the aircraft.



