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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199100004 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 2 km NE Brobenah Airfield Leeton NSW 
Date: 2 January 1991 Time: 1315 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Jantar St-3   
Registration: VH-XJL   
Serial Number: B-1892   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Destroyed   

Departure Point: Brobenah Airfield Leeton 
NSW   

Departure Time: 1310   

Destination: Brobenah Airfield LEETON 
NSW   

 
Approved for Release: 24th April 1991 

Circumstances: 

The pilot was commencing a practice flight in preparation for a 600 kilometre soaring competition task. The 
weather was fine with a north-easterly wind of 15-20 knots and a temperature of approximately 40 degrees Celsius. 
Following line-up the pilot was delayed for approximately fifteen minutes before his aero-tow became available. He 
then advised the tug pilot that a climb speed of 65 knots was acceptable. The subsequent tow initially appeared 
normal although observers at the airfield noticed some apparent roll instability. At approximately 1000 feet above 
ground level (agl) the tug pilot detected thermal activity and began a left orbit to regain the area of lift. With the turn 
almost completed the right wing was violently "kicked-up" as the aircraft re-entered the area of lift. The tug pilot 
corrected the upset checked that the glider was not affected and continued the left turn. Approximately five seconds 
after the upset at about 1300-1500 feet agl the glider released. Observers reported that the glider had banked steeply 
to the right while apparently still under tow. Following the tow release the angle of bank increased past the vertical 
the nose dropped steeply and the glider entered a spiral dive from which it did not recover. It struck the ground in an 
almost vertical nose-down attitude. The investigation was unable to find evidence of any pre-existing structural or 
system defect. Pilot medical evidence is inconclusive. The reason the aircraft entered an abnormal flight manoeuvre 
at an altitude from which recovery should have been possible could not be determined. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factor was considered relevant to the development of the accident  



4 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

199100004 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. Control of the aircraft was lost following tow release. The cause of the loss of control was not able to be 
determined. 


