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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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This accident was not formally investigated by the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199002006 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Warnervale NSW
Date: 22 September 1990 Time: 1430
Highest Injury Level: Nil
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 1 1

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 2

Total 0 0 0 3

Aircraft Details: Piper PA 28-181
Registration: VH-OPA

Serial Number: 28-7990441
Operation Type: Private

Damage Level:  Substantial
Departure Point: Tambar Springs NSW
Departure Time: 1307

Destination: Bankstown NSW

Approved for Release: 10th April 1991
Circumstances:

After an uneventful flight to Tambar Springs, two passengers embarked for the return journey to Bankstown.
Approaching Scone, unsuitable weather forced the pilot to divert east of track towards the coast. Whilst cruising at
1500 feet AMSL, about two kilometres north of Warnervale, the engine, without warning, suffered a complete loss
of power. The pilot transmitted a Mayday call to Sydney Flight Service and positioned the aircraft for a straight-in
approach onto runway 17 at Warnervale. He carried out a trouble check and attempted to restart the engine without
success. The aircraft passed over the threshold high and fast and landed well down the runway. The pilot was unable
to prevent the aircraft from running off the southern end and it came to rest some 150 metres beyond the runway
after passing through a boundary fence which damaged both wings. A technical investigation revealed the complete
engine failure occurred as a result of the disconnection of the accessory drive gear from the crankshaft. The locating
dowl failed due to fatigue after a loss of tension of a bolt attaching the accessory drive gear to the crankshaft. The
reason for the loss of tension was not positively established. However, it is possible that a propeller strike, 593 hours
prior to the accident, caused the loss of initial torque on the bolt. The propeller strike and subsequent rectification
action occurred in the United States of America before the aircraft was imported to Australia.



