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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199001174 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 10 km WNW of Bonnie Doon VIC
Date: 30 December 1990 Time: 0750 approx
Highest Injury Level: Fatal
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 1 0 0 0

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 1 0 0 0

Total 2 0 0 0

Aircraft Details: Sportavia RF5
Registration: VH-GGJ
Serial Number: 5121
Operation Type: Private
Damage Level:  Destroyed
Departure Point: Euroa VIC
Departure Time: 0715 approx
Destination: Euroa VIC

Approved for Release: 9th September 1991
Circumstances:

The aircraft departed on a flight to the Lake Eildon area. Subsequently, witnesses observed an aircraft, fitting the
description of VH-GGS, operating at heights up to 200 feet above the ground/water level. The aircraft was later
sighted near Woodfield flying at about 150-200 feet above the ground, tracking approximately north towards high
ground, where it appeared to fly very close to the top of a hill. There were no witnesses to the remainder of the
flight. Country Fire Authority personnel, investigating a reported sighting of smoke, discovered the burning
wreckage of VH-GGS, surrounded by a grass fire. The aircraft had struck a single wire powerline, the impact
severing the outer 1.3 metres of the right wing before the aircraft struck the ground 135 metres beyond the initial
impact point. The wire was about 10 metres above the ground at the point of contact and strung between widely
spaced poles that were difficult to see. Wreckage examination was limited by the extreme fire damage, but no
evidence was found of any defects which might have contributed to the accident. The passenger knew a family at
Lake Eildon. He had told them that he might fly over their property to let them know he was in the area.

Significant Factors:
The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident
1. The aircraft was intentionally operated at low altitude.

2. The pilot apparently did not see the powerline in time to take avoiding action.



