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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199000598 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 15 km N Anningie NT 
Date: 3 October 1990 Time: 930 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna 150-L   
Registration: VH-RAW   
Serial Number: 15072032   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Anningie NT   
Departure Time: 0700   
Destination: Anningie NT   
 
Approved for Release: 24th April 1991 

Circumstances: 

The pilot had been operating the aircraft in an aerial spotting role during a cattle muster in generally flat, scrubby 
terrain. The ambient air temperature would have reached 40 degrees celsius at the time the crash occurred. The pilot 
had completed training for a mustering endorsement, but had only recently accumulated sufficient flying hours to 
qualify for issue of the endorsement. A stockman, located about three kilometres distant, had observed the aircraft 
flying low and after it had disappeared from his view heard sounds which led him to believe that the aircraft had 
crashed. The aircraft had impacted the ground in a slightly right wing low, steep nose-down attitude. The pilot was 
contained within the cockpit which had been reduced to non-survivable dimensions. The observed low level of the 
aircraft, and cattle tracks approximately one kilometre from the impact site, suggest that the pilot was attempting to 
"push" the cattle at the time of impact. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. The pilot was inexperienced.  

2. Loss of control at a height insufficient to effect a safe recovery. 


