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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199000597 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Alice Springs NT 
Date: 27 September 1990 Time: 1901 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 1 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna 210-N   
Registration: VH-NQP   
Serial Number: 210-64572   
Operation Type: Charter   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Tennant Creek NT   
Departure Time: 1700   
Destination: Alice Springs NT   
 
Approved for Release: 5th April 1991 

Circumstances: 

The pilot reported making a normal, full flap approach in good conditions using the T-VASIS as an approach aid. 
He recalled executing what he thought was a normal flare and was surprised when the aircraft touched down and 
immediately pitched nose up. The aircraft then bounced several times before being brought to rest. Post flight 
inspection revealed a fractured nosewheel rim and burst tyre, a broken noseleg fork and distortion of the firewall. 
The ground marks on the runway at touchdown reportedly showed a normal nosewheel tyre tread pattern extending 
for some 45 centimetres before evidence of significant distortion of the tyre and propeller strikes. Nosewheel tyre 
marks then indicated that the tyre was rolled off the rim before the noseleg fork failed. Specialist examination 
showed there were no pre-existing defects in the noseleg and that it had failed in overload. An examination of the 
pilot's flying experience revealed that he had flown 13 hours on type and only nine hours total in the last 90 days, of 
which five had been on type. The operator had not carried out an operational assessment of the pilot's ability, as the 
pilot had been hired only on a part-time basis and this was his first flight for the company. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. The pilot was inexperienced on the aircraft type.  

2. The pilot misjudged the landing flare. This accident was not the subject of an on-scene investigation. 


