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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199000593 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 5 km S Tanunda SA 
Date: 29 July 1990 Time: 1548 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 1 0 0 
Total 1 1 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Aeronca 7A-C   
Registration: VH-HXY   
Serial Number: 7AC-5530   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Rowland Flat SA   
Departure Time: 1540   
Destination: Rowland Flat SA   
 
Approved for Release: 5th November 1990 

Circumstances: 

The aircraft had been flown twice that day prior to the accident flight. No problems or unserviceabilities had been 
reported. The purpose of this flight was to take a youth for a joy flight and the passenger emplaned while the engine 
was still running after the previous flight. After takeoff, the aircraft was seen by several witnesses to fly low over 
the strip and adjoining areas before starting a manoeuvre at low level which resulted in the aircraft apparently 
stalling. The aircraft was then seen to rotate several times before crashing in a near vertical attitude through several 
branches of a large tree. Witnesses ran to the aircraft and found the pilot dead but they were able to free the 
surviving passenger from the rear seat. It would appear that at the time of the accident, the pilot was carrying out 
some form of impromptu display at low level or "showing off". The investigation established that the pilot was 
want, at times, to show off or enjoy "pushing it" or taking an aircraft to its limits. Although it was not possible to 
determine the exact manoeuvre performed by the pilot which lead to his loss of control, there is no doubt that he 
carried out a manoeuvre at low level that resulted in the aircraft stalling at a height insufficient for recovery. Such a 
manoeuvre was apparently induced by the pilot rather than as a result of his experiencing a problem with the 
aircraft. No faults or anomalies were detected in the aircraft that could have contributed to the accident. All witness 
evidence is consistent in that the "spin" or spiral occurred after the aircraft entered the turn at low level. During his 
earlier flight in the aircraft that day, the pilot was reported to have performed aerobatic manoeuvres. The aircraft 
was not certified for aerobatic flight and no record was found of the pilot holding an endorsement to perform 
aerobatic manoeuvres. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  
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1. The pilot was engaged in an unauthorised impromptu display at low level.  

2. The pilot stalled the aircraft at a height insufficient for recovery.  

3. The pilot attempted manoeuvres beyond his level of experience. 

Reccomendations: 

It is recommended that the Civil Aviation Authority  

1. Require evidence of logbook endorsements for aerobatic manoeuvres, Biennial Flight Reviews and other log 
book only entry qualifications to be recorded on the departmental pilot history file. 


