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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199000044 Occurrence Type: Incident 
Location: Bankstown Aerodrome NSW 
Date: 26 January 1990 Time: 1025 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Fokker F-28-1000   
Registration: VH-ATG   
Serial Number: 11084   
Operation Type: Aerial Work   
Damage Level: Nil   
Departure Point: Richmond NSW   
Departure Time: 1020   
Destination: Richmond NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 9th September 1991 

Circumstances: 

The aircraft was carrying out calibrations of the RAAF Richmond Tacan transmitter and was planned to track out 
from Richmond on the 143 degree radial for 25 nm, track north-east to intercept the 108 degree radial at a point 25 
nm from Richmond then to track inbound to Richmond on the 108 degree radial, flying all legs at 2 000 feet. 
Toward the end of the outbound leg, the pilot called Sydney Flight Service for clearance to enter the Sydney Control 
Zone. Before clearance was available, the aircraft penetrated Sydney controlled airspace over Bankstown 
Aerodrome, causing a breakdown of separation with another aircraft departing Bankstown on a Standard Instrument 
Departure. The pilot was instructed to call Bankstown Tower, which, after confirming the aircraft's altitude as 2 000 
feet, instructed the aircraft to hold over Bankstown until onward clearance was available. The pilot was unaware 
that the lower limit of the Sydney Control Area was 1 500 feet over Bankstown Aerodrome, believing that the lower 
limit was 2 000 feet (as it is to the west of Bankstown), and that the aircraft was outside controlled airspace. This 
incident was not the subject of an on-scene investigation. 


