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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199000035 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Holbrook NSW 
Date: 26 August 1990 Time: 1015 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: American Aerolight Eagle   
Registration: Unregistered   
Serial Number: 4364   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Holbrook NSW   
Departure Time: 1000   
Destination: Holbrook NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 12th June 1991 

Circumstances: 

The pilot had not flown for over four months and planned to sell the aircraft. On the day of the accident, he decided 
to conduct a check flight before the arrival of a prospective buyer. The aircraft took off into a very light breeze and 
remained in the circuit area for a short time. It then departed to the east, climbing to about 300 feet. It was then seen 
to commence a left, level (yawing) turn, both wings seemed to come together at the same time and the aircraft fell in 
a level attitude to the ground. During the sequence, the engine was heard increasing and decreasing power. It was 
determined that the left wing spar failed under load at about 1.6 metres from the keel tube. Following this failure, 
both wing spar tubes failed at the attachment points. No pre-existing fault could be found which could have initiated 
the left wing spar outboard failure. No other fault was found which could have contributed to the accident. 
Extensive engineering analysis has shown that at a weight of 160 kilograms, wing spar failure could be expected at 
about 2.3g. Brochures and other literature on the aircraft claim the airframe will withstand up to 8g. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. For undetermined reasons, the left wing spar failed 1.6 metres from the keel tube.  

2. Both wing spars buckled at the keel attachment points. 

 


