
1 
 

Aviation Safety Investigation Report 
199000031 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cessna A188B-A1 
 
11 December 1990 



2 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

199000031 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199000031 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Ginidgeree' Warren NSW 
Date: 11 December 1990 Time: 145 
Highest Injury Level: Minor  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 1 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna A188B-A1   
Registration: VH-UDK   
Serial Number: 18803213T   
Operation Type: Aerial Work   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Warren NSW   
Departure Time: 0001   
Destination: Warren NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 18th November 1991 

Circumstances: 

The aircraft was engaged in night spraying of cotton crops. The pilot had completed about two and one half hours 
work on two properties, with a short break between tasks, before arriving at 'Ginidgeree'. The night was clear but 
dark, with a barely discernable horizon on certain headings. The marker vehicles had assumed their positions at 
each end of the first spraying run when the aircraft arrived over the paddock. Believing the markers to be incorrectly 
positioned, the pilot elected to fly orbits over the paddock while clarifying his orientation. After several orbits the 
pilot accepted the marker positions and the aircraft departed to the north to begin the approach for the first spraying 
run. During the turn to intercept the inbound track, the aircraft struck a tree then impacted the ground and continued 
forward for 130 m, shedding components and starting a fire. The pilot suffered minor injuries and evacuated the 
burning wreckage without assistance. The aircraft had struck the tree in a gentle descent during the turn. The pilot, 
believing that the aircraft was flying level, did not notice the descent as he was concentrating on lining up for the 
first spraying run. The pilot held a Commercial Pilot Licence which had been endorsed for night spraying six days 
earlier. He had about 700 hours experience in agricultural flying, including about 50 hours of night spraying, in 
Agwaggon and Airtractor aircraft. At the time of the accident, the pilot was wearing overalls, boots, a high quality 
helmet and was tightly strapped into his seat. Damage to the helmet indicated multiple impacts including at least 
one of extreme severity. In laboratory tests conducted overseas, a force of over 300 g was required to produce 
damage similar to that on the helmet. It is almost certain that, without the helmet, the pilot would not have survived 
the accident. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of this accident  
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1. The night was dark with a barely discernable horizon on certain headings.  

2. The pilot, although qualified in night spraying, was relatively inexperienced in the role.  

3. While executing an inbound turn for the first spraying run, the pilot did not realise that the aircraft was gently 
descending. 


