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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 199000023 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Tawarri' 10 km SE Deniliquin NSW
Date: 25 October 1990 Time: 1040
Highest Injury Level: Minor
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 0 0

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 1 0

Aircraft Details: Rockwell S2R
Registration: VH-DQI
Serial Number: 1974R
Operation Type: Aerial Work
Damage Level:  Destroyed
Departure Point: Tawarri' NSW
Departure Time: 1034
Destination: Tawarri' NSW

Approved for Release: 9th October 1991
Circumstances:

The pilot was operating from an agricultural airstrip which was aligned north-south. A powerline, approximately 6
m above ground level and located 220 m from the northern threshold, crossed the approach path at an angle of 60
degrees. The pilot elected to take off into the light northerly breeze, flying under the powerline, and to approach
over the wires, landing into the south. He determined his descent point by sighting along the run of the powerpoles,
the nearest of which was partially obscured by trees. During his third approach to land, the pilot had forgotten the
powerline until sighting it as it was about to pass under the aircraft nose. He applied full throttle and raised the
aircraft nose too late to prevent the main landing gear from contacting the powerline. The aircraft impacted the
ground in a near-level attitude, 108 m from the point of contact with the powerline, and travelled a further 29 m
before coming to rest. Both cables of the powerline were dislodged from 9 poles, 1 of which was broken. One cable
was broken, but remained caught in the left main landing gear. The pilot vacated the aircraft as a fire quickly spread
from the engine area to the wings and fuselage.

Significant Factors:

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident
1. The pilot did not adopt an appropriate procedure for avoiding the powerline.

2. The pilot forgot the presence of the powerline.

3. The pilot saw the wires too late to avoid colliding with them.



