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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198903744 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Womblebank (60 km West of Injune) QLD
Date: 19 January 1989 Time: 1810
Highest Injury Level: Nil
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 1 1

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 1

Aircraft Details: Grumman G164A Agcat
Registration: VH-CCO

Serial Number: 4775

Operation Type: Aerial Work

Damage Level:  Substantial

Departure Point: Womblebank QLD
Departure Time: N/A

Destination: Womblebank QLD

Approved for Release: 19 June 1989
Circumstances:

The pilot had refuelled the aircraft to capacity with mogas, and then carried out two flights of about 20 minutes
duration each. Takeoff for the third flight was into wind, and towards a rain shower. At about 20 feet above the
ground the aircraft began to sink. The pilot lowered the nose and applied full power, but no change in engine note
was detected and it appeared that full power was not being delivered. The sink continued, and the pilot commenced
a gentle turn to the left to avoid a power line beyond the end of the strip. When ground contact was imminent the
pilot closed the throttle and landed straight ahead into an open grass paddock. During the landing roll the aircraft
collided with a mound of earth. The pilot later advised that he had not had time to dump the load before the aircraft
was almost in ground contact, and he then anticipated that a safe landing was possible. He also stated that prior to
this flight he had considered ceasing operations, but was influenced to continue because the weather at the treatment
area was favourable, and because a further load of chemical had already been mixed. No defects were discovered
with the engine, and a test carried out using mogas revealed that the engine was capable of developing full power.
The quality of the fuel being used at the time of the accident could not be determined as the fuel tank was ruptured
and the entire contents were lost. The engine is not approved for operation on mogas. It was possible the rain
shower near the end of the strip may have generated a wind effect sufficient to degrade the climb performance of the
aircraft.

Significant Factors:
The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident

1. The aircraft failed to perform as expected after takeoff. Whether this was due to an aircraft malfunction or to
atmospheric conditions was not determined.
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2. The pilot was committed to a landing on unsuitable terrain.



