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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198902558 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 7km North of Oberon NSW 
Date: 10 June 1989 Time: 1040 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 4 
Total 0 0 0 5 

 
Aircraft Details: Piper PA34-200   
Registration: VH-CTT   
Serial Number: 34-7250261   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Bankstown NSW   
Departure Time: 0838   
Destination: Narrandera NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 27th February 1991 

Circumstances: 

The pilot was conducting an Instrument Flight Rules flight. Because of a deterioration in the weather at the planned 
destination, the aircraft was returning to Bankstown. Area forecasts indicated extensive cloud cover with the 
freezing level in some areas below lowest safe altitude. While cruising at 8000 feet, above cloud, the left engine 
reduced to about idle power, with the fuel flow decreasing to about five gallons per hour. The pilot carried out a 
trouble check but was unable to rectify the problem. He was unable to maintain altitude and attempted to feather the 
left propeller, but was unable to move the pitch lever to the feather position. Below lowest safe altitude, and having 
difficulty controlling the aircraft in cloud and turbulence, the pilot decided to make a forced landing as soon as he 
could see the ground. The aircraft was descended through a hole in the cloud to below the cloud base at 300 - 400 
feet above ground level. The pilot selected a small cleared area for landing. On final approach, he was able to 
feather the left propeller and also shut down the right engine. During the landing roll,and due to the wet slippery 
grass, he was unable to prevent the aircraft striking a large rock with the left maingear. The left maingear was torn 
off by the impact. Subsequent inspection of the left engine revealed a loose connection of the pressure fuel line 
between the flow divider and injector. The connection was backed off approximately three quarters of a turn. 
During engine test running, the engine performed normally. However, when the line connector was backed off three 
quarters of a turn, a substantial spraying fuel leak developed, resulting in the RPM dropping to 1000 and fuel flow 
decreasing to five gallons per hour. The reason for the loose connection was not established. The propeller 
feathering function was also normal. It is possible that the fuel leak, which projected towards the pitch control cable 
in the engine compartment, caused a further lowering of the temperature, resulting in moisture freezing around the 
cable. When the fuel was turned off and the aircraft descended to a warmer air temperature, the ice thawed, freeing 
the cable and allowing the pilot to feather the propeller. 
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Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. The engine lost power due to a loose fuel line connection.  

2. The pilot was unable to feather the propeller and, as a consequence, the aircraft was unable to maintain altitude.  

3. The pilot was unable to prevent the aircraft striking rocks during the landing run. This accident was not the 
subject of an on-scene investigation. 


