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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198902550 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 7 kms NE of Kempsey NSW
Date: 16 April 1989 Time: 1650
Highest Injury Level: Minor
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 1 1

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 2 0

Total 0 0 2 1

Aircraft Details: Beech A23-24
Registration: VH DLT
Serial Number: MA-287
Operation Type: Private
Damage Level:  Destroyed
Departure Point: Kempsey NSW
Departure Time: 1620
Destination: Kempsey NSW

Approved for Release: 21st September 1989 A[A A[A
Circumstances:

The pilot was accompanied by two friends on a local flight to view a property in the South West Rocks area. About
twenty minutes after take off, the engine commenced to run roughly and lose power. The pilot carried out a trouble
check which revealed the left magneto had failed. Whilst the pilot was attempting a forced landing the engine
stopped, the aircraft collided with trees before coming to rest in a semi-inverted attitude. The pilot and passengers
were able to vacate the aircraft without assistance. Post accident testing of the ignition system revealed that both
magnetos were unserviceable because of age deterioration of the insulation around the transformer coils. The failure
of both magnetos resulted in the loss of engine power. A service bulletin was issued by the magneto manufacturer in
1973 which recommended replacement of the transformer coils in the type of magneto fitted to VH-DLT. The
aircaft maintenance records show the magnetos were repaired and tested in 1985 but the transformer coils were not
replaced as recommended by the service bulletin.

Significant Factors:

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident
1. The breakdown of the transformer coil insulation due age deterioration.

2. The engine lost all power during the final approach of the forced landing.

3. The terrain was unsuitable for a safe forced landing.

Reccomendations:
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The deterioration and breakdown of transformer coil insulation in Bendix 1200 series magnetos due to aging is a
known defect and the subject of a Bendix Service Bulletin 560A of September 1973. It is recommended that the

Civil Aviation Authority consider issuing the contents of Bendix Service Bulletin 560A as an Airworthiness
Directive.



