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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198901546 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Moorabbin VIC
Date: 14 July 1989 Time: 1415
Highest Injury Level: Nil
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 1 1

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 1

Aircraft Details: Bellanca 8-KCAB
Registration: VH-CUM

Serial Number: 628-80
Operation Type: Private

Damage Level:  Substantial
Departure Point: Moorabbin VIC
Departure Time: N/K

Destination: Moorabbin VIC

Approved for Release: 9th August 1989
Circumstances:

During the landing approach the pilot became preoccupied with his proximity to the preceeding aircraft approaching
the same runway. On touchdown the aircraft bounced slightly and then the pilot lost directional control. He tried to
regain control but was not successful in doing so. The aircraft ran off the runway, entered soft ground and
overturned. The accident occurred on the pilot's first solo flight in the aircraft type and the landing was his first solo
landing. He said that having done further training in the type since the accident, it had become evident to him that
the aircraft felt quite different to land with one on board instead of two. He also felt that he should have done more
circuits and landings prior to going solo. The pilot also believed that his preoccupation with the preceeding aircraft
resulted in insufficient attention being paid to airspeed. With hindsight he should have made a go-around rather than
persevere with the landing attempt. This accident was not the subject of an on-scene investigation and this report is
based on information supplied by the pilot.

Significant Factors:

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident

1. The pilot lacked experience on the aircraft type; in particular, experience at landings.

2. The pilot became preoccupied with his proximity to another preceeding aircraft on approach to the same runway.
3. The pilot persevered with the approach and landing instead of making an overshoot.

4. The pilot lost directional control on landing.
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5. The unsealed surface adjacent to the sealed runway was soft, thus allowing the aircraft wheels to sink causing the
aircraft to overturn.



