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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198901530 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Tungamar (13 km SSW of Yarrawonga) VIC 
Date: 20 January 1989 Time: 1600 
Highest Injury Level: Serious  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 1 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 1 0 1 

 
Aircraft Details: Glasflugel Standard Libelle Schleicher ASW15A  
Registration: VH-GGV VH-GXY  
Serial Number: 574 15030  
Operation Type: Private (Gliding) Private (Gliding)  
Damage Level: Destroyed Destroyed  
Departure Point: Corowa NSW Corowa NSW  
Departure Time: N/K   
Destination: Corowa NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 27 June 1989 

Circumstances: 

The pilots were competing in a triangular navigation exercise and were in the vicinity of the final turning point. The 
aircraft were orbiting in a thermal when they collided at a height of about 3500 feet above the ground. Both aircraft 
became uncontrollable and the pilots parachuted to safety. The investigation established that both aircraft were 
orbitting to the right when they collided. Examination of the wreckage showed that the right wing of VH-GXY hit 
the left wing of VH-GGV. The impact was on the leading edge of each wing. About two metres of the wing of VH-
GXY was severed, and about one metre of the wing of VH-GGV. Neither pilot had been aware of the presence of 
the other aircraft in the thermal. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. Neither of the pilots involved was aware of the presence of another aircraft in the thermal.  

2. Both aircraft were operating outside controlled airspace in a "see and be seen" environment.  

3. Both pilots failed to see and avoid the other's aircraft while orbitting in close proximity in a thermal. 

Reccomendations: 

One of the pilots reported that his restraint harness did not fully release when the release mechanism was initially 
activated. Subsequent tests carried out on this particular harness and similar ones fitted to other gliders showed that 
the lap straps would not always immediately release, upon activation of the release mechanism, when the harness 
was under load. This matter is under further investigation by the GFA. It is recommended that the GFA publishes 
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information regarding the problems with this particular type of harness and the action that needs to be taken to 
overcome the problem, pending the results of further investigation. 


