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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�


3 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198900842 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Occurrence Number: 198900842 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 2 km W Lobethal SA 
Date: 15 July 1989 Time: 1550 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Wings Hanglider   
Registration: N/A   
Serial Number: N/A   
Operation Type: Private   
Damage Level: Nil   
Departure Point: 2 km W Lobethal SA   
Departure Time: 1449   
Destination: 2 km W Lobethal SA   
 
Approved for Release: 6th November 1989 

Circumstances: 

The pilot had only recently acquired the hanglider from an acquaintance and was being assisted by two friends to 
learn to fly the aircraft. Neither the pilot nor his friends had any previous flying experience and there was no 
evidence that the pilot had joined or contacted the local hangliding association for assistance. Permission of the 
landowner was gained for use of the property and the pilot chose a hill which had a large dam, fence and power 
lines at the bottom. Several short flights were made by the pilot prior to the accident flight and his friends helped 
him carry the glider to the top of the hill for launching. On the final flight, the pilot was seen to be taken higher than 
before by a gust of wind and to have some difficulty with directional control. As a result, the pilot was seen to make 
a controlled landing but in the centre of the dam. His helpers ran to his aid and reported seeing movement under the 
wing fabric of the glider before it sank. This activity they assumed was the pilot attempting to free himself from the 
harness of the glider. The helpers dived into the water to attempt a rescue but were forced to return to the bank for 
fear of being overcome by the intense cold of the water. The glider was recovered soon after but the pilot was not in 
the harness which was still attached to the frame of the glider. The body of the pilot was recovered later by the 
police and the post mortem found that the pilot had died from freshwater drowning. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident:  

1. The pilot had no previous experience in hangliding.  

2. The pilot was attempting to learn hangliding without qualified supervision.  

3. The pilot lost directional control in the air and landed in a large freshwater dam. 


