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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198803788 Occurrence Type: Incident 
Location: Brisbane QLD 
Date: 10 August 1988 Time: 1705 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Boeing 767 McDonnell Douglas DC9 British Aerospace 125 
Registration: VH-RMG VH-TJQ VH-HSS 
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Regular Public Transport Regular Public Transport Private 
Damage Level: Nil Nil Nil 
Departure Point: N/A N/A  
Departure Time: N/A   
Destination: N/A   
 
Approved for Release: 31 October 1988 

Circumstances: 

VH-RMG was cleared to land on runway 19. VH-HSS was cleared to line up after VH-RMG had landed and told to 
expect an immediate takeoff clearance. At about this time VH-TJQ was approaching final and about 12 kilometres 
from the runway. At the end of its landing roll VH-RMG turned into a highspeed exit and stopped with the rear of 
the aircraft over the runway and with the entire aircraft infringing the flight strip. The radio transmitter of VH-RMG 
then started to operate continuously thus preventing effective communication between the Tower and any aircraft. 
The crew of VH-RMG attempted to call on the Surface Movement Control(SMC) frequency but the transmitter 
continued to operate continuously. At the same time the pilot of VH-TJQ was attempting to ascertain from the 
Tower if his aircraft was cleared to land. He also called on the SMC frequency but that frequency was jammed at 
that time by the continuous transmissions from VH-RMG. By this stage the pilot of VH-TJQ had decided to land if 
they did not obtain a landing clearance. When the aircraft was at about 200 feet above ground level the crew noticed 
that VH-HSS was lined up on the threshold of the runway. An immediate go-around was carried out. The rear 
section of VH-RMG still infringed the runway. During the above sequence the Tower Controller had been 
attempting in vain to both instruct VH-TJQ to carry out a go-around and to have VH-HSS vacate the runway. 
Neither aircraft had received these instructions because of the continuous transmissions from VH-RMG. The 
sighting of VH-HSS on the runway threshold was made more difficult for the crew of VH-TJQ by the fading light 
and the fact that the white aircraft was aligned with the white threshold markings. Subsequent checks of the radio 
systems in VH-RMG failed to find any faults with the systems. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the incident  
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1. Pilot of VH-RMG did not vacate runway in a timely manner.  

2. Continuous radio transmission from VH-RMG precluded communications.  

3. Pilot of VH-TJQ intended landing without clearance.  

4. Prevailing light conditions and the lack of contrast between the threshold markings and Vh-HSS made it difficult 
to sight the aircraft when it was lined up for takeoff. 


