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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198802408 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Lake Keepit NSW 
Date: 23 November 1988 Time: 1750 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 1 

 
Aircraft Details: Schleicher ASW15B   
Registration: VH-GES   
Serial Number: N/K   
Operation Type: Private (Gliding)   
Damage Level: Substantial   
Departure Point: Lake Keepit NSW   
Departure Time: 1210   
Destination: Lake Keepit NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 29 June 1989 

Circumstances: 

The pilot was conducting a flight to satisfy distance, height and duration requirements for the silver endorsement on 
his gliding certificate. One of the requirements was that the flight should last for at least five hours. After about 
three hours flying the pilot felt slightly nauseous, and about an hour later he became extremely nauseous and 
vomitted. His condition then improved, and he elected to continue the flight. He subsequently arrived in the circuit 
area at an indicated altitude of 2500 feet, and intended over- flying the field before joining a left circuit to land. He 
was aware that the angle was unusual but deferred to his altimeter, assuming his perception had changed as he had 
been above 5000 feet for most of the flight. He then realised that the aircraft was much lower than the indicated 
height and that a landing on the intended strip would not be possible. While manoeuvring to land on another strip, 
the left wing tip touched the ground and the aircraft swung through about 120 degrees before striking the ground 
heavily. After the accident the pilot discovered that he had inadvertently set 1000 feet instead of zero on his 
altimeter before DEPARTURE. The pilot was aware of the problems of sun exposure and had taken suitable 
precautions. These precautions were apparently insufficient to counter the effects of dehydration and heat stress. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. The pilot's illness, probably caused by heat stress and dehydration, resulted in less effective judgement and over-
reliance on instruments.  

2. The pilot had incorrectly set his altimeter prior to DEPARTURE.  
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3. The pilot attempted to land on a defined strip, when a suitable area for landing straight ahead existed. Such a 
landing would have avoided the need to apply considerable angles of bank close to the ground. 


