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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198703522 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Gatton (90 km W Brisbane) QLD 
Date: 29 November 1987 Time: 1715 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 2 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 2 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna R172-K   
Registration: VH-UDU   
Serial Number: R1722403   
Operation Type: Private (Pleasure)   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Gatton QLD   
Departure Time: 1710   
Destination: Gatton QLD   
 
Approved for Release: April 5th 1988 

Circumstances: 

After a short flight with three passengers, the owner offered one of the passengers who held a Private Pilot Licence 
a further flight as pilot in command, as she had not flown this particular aircraft model previously. The aircraft was 
seen to take off, complete a circuit, land very heavily, and bounce into the air to a height of about 20 feet. Witnesses 
heard the engine noise increase and saw the aircraft climb slowly with a high nose attitude and with full flap set, to a 
height of about 80 feet. The aircraft then entered a flat, unsteady, skidding turn to the left through about 180 
degrees. After flying straight for a short period, still at very low speed, the left wing and nose dropped suddenly, and 
the aircraft impacted the ground. Evidence was found of the nose landing gear lower attachment bracket having 
been misaligned prior to final impact. This could have resulted from the heavy landing and jammed the lower 
section of the strut preventing its normal movement and/or buckling the lower firewall and adjacent fuselage area. 
Such damage could cause a jammed rudder control. There is evidence of high foot loads being applied to the right 
hand rudder pedal(s) at impact. This is consistent with the aircraft having the rudder jammed to the left and could 
account for the abnormal skidding left turn performed by the aircraft after the heavy landing. Ground impact 
occurred with the flaps at 10 degrees. It is probable that action was taken to raise the flaps after the turn in an 
attempt to increase aircraft performance, but the combination of low speed and incompatible control surface 
deflections caused the aircraft to stall. 


