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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198701469 Occurrence Type: Incident 
Location: Near Moorabbin VIC 
Date: 02 January 1987 Time: 2000 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna R182 Cessna 172 N  
Registration: VH-MXL VH-TKM  
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Private (Pleasure) Private (Practice)  
Damage Level: None None  
Departure Point: Parafield SA Mangalore VIC  
Departure Time: N/A   
Destination: Essendon VIC Moorabbin VIC  
 
Approved for Release: August 5th 1987 

Circumstances: 

When the pilot of VH-MXL lodged his flight plan, relevant details were inadvertently not transmitted to all 
necessary recipients by the AFTN system. As a result, Melbourne Approach was unaware of the planned track of 
the aircraft. The flight evidently proceeded normally until the pilot had reported his position at Port Phillip Heads to 
Melbourne Flight Service, and had requested an airways clearance. Essendon aerodrome was closed to Visual Flight 
Rules operations, and Melbourne Approach, after receiving details from Flight Service, cleared the aircraft to enter 
controlled airspace at 4000 feet on track from Port Phillip Heads to Essendon. This clearance was passed to the 
aircraft 11 minutes after the initial request. The Approach controller had not been informed that the aircraft was 
tracking via Frankston, a track which crossed the NDB instrument letdown pattern for Moorabbin. Shortly 
afterwards the aircraft was identified on radar by the Approach controller, and it became evident that the aircraft 
was in conflict with VH-TKM, which was conducting an instrument approach to Moorabbin. The airways clearance 
for VH-MXL was cancelled, but before positive action could be taken the aircraft passed within about half a 
kilometre of each other. It was considered that a number of communication breakdowns contributed to this incident. 
(a) The flight plan was incorrectly addressed. (b) The relevant Flight Service officer did not inform Melbourne 
Approach of the tracking details of the aircraft. (c) The Flight Service officer did not query the clearance as issued, 
although he was aware of the tracking details. (d) The pilot did not query the clearance, although it would have been 
virtually impossible for him to comply with the tracking instructions from his present position. 


