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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198700736 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 44 km S Anthony Lagoon NT
Date: 5 July 1987 Time: 1530 approx
Highest Injury Level: Minor
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 0 0

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 3

Total 0 0 1 3

Aircraft Details: Cessna C172-P
Registration: VH-WIQ

Serial Number: 172-75664
Operation Type: Private (Business)
Damage Level:  Destroyed

Departure Point: 44 KM S Anthony Lagoon

NT
Departure Time: N/A
Destination: Walhallow Station NT

Approved for Release: October 30th 1987
Circumstances:

The pilot attempted to takeoff on an access track to a cattleyard. A southerly wind of about 15 knots necessitated
take-off to the south, towards the yard. The aircraft was near gross weight and short-field technique was used. At a
position 411 metres from the brakes-release point, the right brake caliper assembly struck a 1.65 metre high section
of fence which formed the cattleyard. The right wing sheared off outboard of the fuel tank when it hit an adjacent 3
metre high fence cap. The aircraft then impacted the ground in a steep nose down attitude and slid inverted for a
short distance before coming to rest. The aircraft had been airborne for 155 metres prior to the first impact. The pilot
did not consult performance charts and underestimated the distance required for the aircraft to safely complete the
take-off at this weight. There was sufficient room available for the pilot to taxi the aircraft at least a further 300
metres along the track to the north before attempting the take-off. A properly constructed, serviceable airstrip was
located within 500 metres of the cattleyard.



