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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198602947 Occurrence Type: Incident 
Location: Rockhampton QLD 
Date: 4 September 1986 Time: 1527 
Highest Injury Level: Nil  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 0 0 0 

 

Aircraft Details: Piper PA28 McDonnell Douglas DC9-
31  

Registration: VH-CJR VH-TJJ  
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Private(Travel) Regular Public Transport  
Damage Level: Nil Nil  
Departure Point: Proserpine QLD Rockhampton QLD  
Departure Time: N/A   
Destination: Gladstone QLD Mackay QLD  
 
Approved for Release: February 2nd 1987 

Circumstances: 

The pilot of VH-CJR was conducting a flight from Prosperpine to Gladstone via Rockhampton. After passing over 
Charon Point he decided to track to the west of his planned track and overfly Marlborough enroute to Rockhampton 
and thus remain well clear of the restricted area to the east. The pilot did not advise Rockhampton Air Traffic 
Control of his revised tracking details. When the aircraft was 36 kilometres north-west of Rockhampton, the pilot 
contacted Rockhampton Tower and requested a clearance to cross the Rockhampton Contol Zone. The tower 
controller cleared the aircraft to track to Rockhampton remaining at least two kilometres to the east of the 
Rockhampton to Marlborough railway line, at an altitude of two thousand feet. The controller did not advise the 
pilot that the clearance was an amendment to his planned tracking details, as is required. However, the pilot 
acknowledged the clearance without query. This clearance was given to VH-CJR to provide lateral separation with 
VH-TJJ, which was about to depart Rockhampton. The pilot of VH-TJJ subsequently reported that the aircraft had 
departed and passed through 3000 feet. Some two and a half minutes later the pilot of VH-CJR reported the position 
of the aircraft as five kilometres north-west of Rockhampton at 2000 feet. Neither pilot reported sighting the other 
aircraft. The pilot of VH-CJR, who was inexperienced in the Rockhampton area, did not comply with the terms of 
his clearance. 


