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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198602894 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Roma QLD
Date: 27 July 1986 Time: 1227
Highest Injury Level: Nil
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 0 0 0

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 0

Aircraft Details: Fokker F27-600
Registration: VH-TQS

Serial Number:

Operation Type: Regular Public Transport
Damage Level:  Nil

Departure Point: Blackall QLD
Departure Time: 1001

Destination: Longreach QLD

Approved for Release: December 19th 1986
Circumstances:

The aircraft was scheduled to complete a flight from Brisbane to Townsville with intermediate stops at Blackall,
Longreach, Winton, Richmond and Hughenden. The weather forecasts received by the pilot indicated that an
alternate destination would be required for Blackall and Longreach. Charleville was suitable as an alternate,
however, the terminal weather forecast required the carriage of an additional 30 minutes holding fuel for aircraft
planning to land there and the pilot flight planned accordingly. While the aircraft was enroute to Blackall, the
weather forecast for Charleville was amended to require the carriage of 60 minutes holding fuel. The amended
forecast also rendered Charleville unsuitable as an alternate after 1130 hours. This forecast was not passed to the
pilot by either of the two Flight Service Units (FSU) concerned with providing information to the aircraft. The pilot
was thus unaware of the change in forecast weather at Charleville. However, prior to landing at Blackall at 0944
hours, the pilot requested and received actual weather reports from both Longreach and Charleville. These reports
indicated that Longreach was still available as a destination and Charleville was still suitable as an alternate
destination. After departing Blackall the aircraft proceeded to Longreach. The Automatic Terminal Information
Service (ATIS) at that station gave the the cloud base as 400 feet and the pilot attempted two instrument approaches.
Both of these approaches were unsuccessful and the aircraft was diverted to the alternate, Charleville. Reports of the
actual weather at Charleville, which were passed to the pilot before his decision to divert, confirmed that Charleville
was a suitable alternate destination. Some 32 minutes later, while enroute to Charleville, the pilot received a report
from Charleville FSU that the present weather at that station was a cloud base of 1000 feet, with some lower patches
and the visibility to the north was two kilometres in rain. When the aircraft arrived overhead Charleville at the
published minima, the pilot reported that it was between cloud layers with about seven eighths of cloud below. He
immediately commenced a diversion to Roma and gave the total fuel endurance as 60 minutes. He was then advised
that the aircraft had been sighted from the ground as it flew overhead. Prior to his decision to divert, the pilot had
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been advised that the pilot of another Fokker F27 aircraft, which had just landed at Roma, reported that the weather
conditions there were fluctuating about the minima. While the aircraft was enroute, attempts by Charleville FSU to
find a more suitable landing point were unsuccessful. Arrangements were then made with an aircraft charter
operator at Roma to advise the pilot on the method of approach most likely to achieve a landing. The aircraft
subsequently landed at 1227 hours after being forced to descend below the published instrument approach minima.
After landing the remaining fuel endurance of the aircraft was approximately 15 minutes. At 1244 hours, another
F27 aircraft diverted to Brisbane from overhead Charleville after two missed instrument approaches.



