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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�


3 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198602351 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Occurrence Number: 198602351 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Carlingford NSW 
Date: 20 September 1986 Time: 1308 approx 
Highest Injury Level: Serious  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 1 0 1 
Total 0 1 1 1 

 
Aircraft Details: Enstrom F28C   
Registration: VH-IYP   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Charter (Joy Flight)   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: North Rocks NSW   
Departure Time: 1308 approx   
Destination: North Rocks NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 16 June 1987 

Circumstances: 

The pilot had been conducting a series of joy flights, as part of a school fund raising program. Refuelling equipment 
was positioned some 100 metres from the passenger loading area. The pilot had offered to take two boys with him 
as he air-taxied the aircraft prior to refuelling. After take-off from the passenger area, the pilot decided to carry out a 
short local flight, but as he turned back towards the fuel dump, the engine lost power. The pilot was unable to reach 
a cleared area and attempted to land in a street. The helicopter collided with trees, then struck the roof of a house 
before coming to rest on its side in the driveway of the house. During joy flight operations, the pilot did not rely on 
the fuel gauge inside the aircraft. He briefed an assistant, who relayed information relating to the fuel remaining by 
reference to sight gauges on the fuel tanks. There had evidently been a communication breakdown between the 
assistant and the pilot as to the amount of fuel remaining prior to the last joyflight. The subject flight had been made 
on the spur of the moment, in order to give two handicapped children an opportunity to see their school from the air. 
The engine had failed from fuel exhaustion while the aircraft was over an area which was unsuitable for a forced 
landing. 


