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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198602329 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 3 km West Barraba NSW 
Date: 09 June 1986 Time: 1556 
Highest Injury Level: Serious  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 1 1 1 
Total 0 1 2 1 

 
Aircraft Details: Piper PA 24-250   
Registration: VH-RJY   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Private (Pleasure)   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Canberra ACT   
Departure Time: 1556   
Destination: Barraba NSW   
 
Approved for Release: August 28th 1986 

Circumstances: 

The aircraft arrived at the destination strip about 40 minutes after last light. Weather conditions in the area were 
good, with light winds and clear skies, however the night was very dark and there was no visible horizon. Witnesses 
on the ground reported that the aircraft seemed to be at a normal height on the crosswind leg and as it turned onto 
downwind. However, it was then seen to enter a gradual but steady descent. About half way along the downwind 
leg, the lights of the aircraft were lost to sight. The aircraft impacted the ground in a straight and level attitude, 
bounced 118 metres, and then bounced and skidded for a further 216 metres before coming to rest. No fault was 
subsequently found with the aircraft which might have contributed to the development of the accident. The pilot 
lacked recent experience in night operations. He had made only two night flights in the previous 32 months, the 
most recent being some 11 months prior to the accident. On the downwind leg of the circuit, the pilot had apparently 
not increased engine power after the gear was lowered. He had also been concentrating on his position relative to 
the flare path, and had evidently paid insufficient attention to the height of the aircraft. 


