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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198601430 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 2 km NNW Essendon VIC 
Date: 03 September 1986 Time: N/A 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 1 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 5 0 0 0 
Total 6 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna 402   
Registration: VH-RED   
Serial Number:    

Operation Type: Aerial Work (Aerial 
Ambulance)   

Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Essendon VIC   
Departure Time: N/A   
Destination: Leongatha VIC   
 
Approved for Release: 4 September 1987 

Circumstances: 

The flight was intended to return patients to their home area following medical treatment in Melbourne. After an 
apparently normal take-off, the aircraft ceased climbing at about 100 feet above ground level. In response to a query 
from the Tower, the pilot advised that the left engine had failed, that he was feathering the propeller and would 
return for landing. The aircraft was seen to be deviating to the left, towards a large array of power lines. These lines 
extend from about 40 feet to 90 feet above the ground, and as the aircraft converged with the array it was probably 
below the height of the upper wires. The aircraft then suddenly veered to the left and subsequently struck the ground 
in a steep nose-down attitude. A fire broke out on impact and destroyed much of the wreckage. The final manoeuvre 
performed by the aircraft was typical of that which occurs when one engine of a twin-engine aircraft is producing 
considerably less power than the other, and airspeed is reduced to below that required to maintain directional 
control. The pilot had reported that the left engine had failed, and the loss of control as described by witnesses was 
consistent with a reduction of power from this engine, combined with low airspeed. The investigation of the 
accident was hampered by the extent of the fire damage. However, an extensive technical examination did not 
reveal any evidence of a defect or malfunction with either the engines, the various systems or the airframe which 
might have contributed to the accident. Although the pilot had indicated that he was feathering the left propeller, it 
was determined that the propeller was not feathered at the time of the accident. It was not possible to establish if the 
pilot had subsequently elected not to initiate feathering action, or whether such action was initiated too late for it to 
be completed before impact with the ground. The reason for the loss of performance reported by the pilot could not 
be established. It is likely that while the aircraft was being manoeuvred to avoid the power lines and return for a 
landing, the airspeed decayed to below the minimum required to enable adequate control of the aircraft to be 
maintained. At the point where control of the aircraft was lost, there was insufficient height available for the pilot to 
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effect recovery. The reason continued flight was attempted, rather than a controlled forced landing in open areas 
prior to the power lines, could not be determined. 


