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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�


3 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198601407 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This accident was not subject to an on site investigation. 
Occurrence Number: 198601407 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 8 km SW Falls Creek VIC 
Date: 09 February 1986 Time: 1630 
Highest Injury Level: Serious  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 2 2 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 2 0 3 
Total 0 2 0 5 

 
Aircraft Details: Bell 205-A1   
Registration: VH-UHP   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Aerial Work (Fire Control)   
Damage Level: Nil   
Departure Point: Mt. Beauty VIC   
Departure Time: 1630   
Destination: Mt. Niggerhead VIC   
 
Approved for Release: August 28th 1986 

Circumstances: 

A group of five firemen had finished a task in a fire fighting area and were to be winched out from steeply sloping 
terrain. The helicopter hovered at about 30 feet while the first two men attached themselves to the dual winch hook. 
They were then raised to the aircraft, following which the next fireman was also lifted. The remaining two men then 
attached themselves to the hook. The operation proceeded normally until the men were close to the skids of the 
helicopter. At this point the winch cable broke and the men fell to the ground. An inspection of the cable revealed 
that it had come off one of the pulleys of the hoist and become jammed. Fraying of the cable had occurred and it had 
finally failed in overload at a point some 4 metres from the hook. A number of kinks were found in the cable, 
possibly resulting from the operator's maintenance and inspection procedures. Such cable twisting would have 
increased the possibility of the cable riding over the edge of the pulley, particularly when the cable was not under 
tension. Such a situation would occur when extra cable was paid out to assist with the attachment of the cable to a 
person's lifting harness. The length of frayed cable was consistent with this sequence happening on the hoist on 
which the accident occurred. 


