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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198502585 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Cubbaroo (30 km West Wee Waa) NSW 
Date: 07 October 1985 Time: 1253 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 0 1 1 
Ground 1 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 1 0 0 1 

 
Aircraft Details: Cessna 210 L   
Registration: VH-APS   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Miscellaneous (Parachuting)   
Damage Level: Nil   
Departure Point: Cubbaroo NSW   
Departure Time: 1253   
Destination: Cubbaroo NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 4th March, 1986 

Circumstances: 

Sport parachute jumping was taking place over a long weekend. The aircraft being used had been prepared for the 
task by the removal of the right door, most of the seats and the control wheel on the right side. However, the tube to 
which the control wheel was attached remained protruding from the instrument panel. The parachute instructor was 
positioned near the right door opening, with his back to the instrument panel. As the first of the students prepared to 
take up his position in the door opening, the instructor moved back and pressed against the control wheel tube. This 
resulted in a nose-down pitch change, which the pilot corrected by pulling back on his control column. Shortly 
afterwards, the instructor leant back more forcefully and the aircraft adopted a steep nose-down attitude. The pilot 
shouted that he was unable to control the aircraft, and the instructor then grasped the door frame and exited the 
aircraft. At this point the aircraft had descended from 2500 feet above the ground to about 1000 feet. The 
instructor's parachute commenced opening at a height of about 400 feet, but it did not fully deploy before he struck 
the ground. The pilot regained control of the aircraft and carried out an uneventful landing with the students and the 
observer still on board. A subsequent inspection revealed that the instructor's equipment was in a serviceable 
condition at the time of the accident, and there was no evidence that he had suffered any sudden illness or incapacity 
which might have affected his judgment. A series of tests were undertaken which showed that it was possible that 
portion of the instructor's clothing may have snagged on the engine controls. However, the reason he subsequently 
jumped from the aircraft could not be positively determined, nor could the reason he failed to activate his parachute 
until a low height above the ground. 


