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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198403586

Location:
Date:

Alice Springs NT
13 November 1984

Highest Injury Level: Fatal

Injuries:

Aircraft Details:
Registration:
Serial Number:

Operation Type:

Damage Level:
Departure Point:
Departure Time:
Destination:

Fatal
Crew 0
Ground 1
Passenger 0
Total 1

Cessna 182-F
VH-BQI

Night Parachuting
Formation Practice
Nil

Alice Springs NT
2249

Alice Springs NT

Approved for Release: 21st March, 1985

Circumstances:

Occurrence Type: Accident

Time: 2249
Serious Minor  None
0 0 0
0 0 -
0 0 0
0 0 0

The parachutist was completing his first night jump although he had about 400 descents to his credit. The four
skydivers left the aircraft at 8000 feet agl and performed two separate freefall formations. On the third planned
formation the deceased did not join up with the other members although he was close and visible to them. The
formation broke-up at 3500 feet after which they carried out a staggered deployment of their chutes. At the last
sighting the deceased was in a stable freefall. Investigation confirmed that impact occurred in the stable face-down
freefall position. The main parachute deployment sequence had just started with the canopy being drawn out of the
harness and container system, but still in its bag. No defect was found with the equipment that would have
prevented a normal deployument of the parachute. The delayed deployment was due to a loss of height awareness
for reasons not determined.



