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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198303417 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: Waikerie SA 
Date: 21 February 1983 Time: 1204 
Highest Injury Level: Serious  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 2 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 0 2 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Grob - Twin Astir   
Registration: VH-IKB   
Serial Number:    
Operation Type: Dual Check   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Waikerie SA   
Departure Time: 1203   
Destination: Waikerie SA   
 
Approved for Release: 18th April 1985 

Circumstances: 

Prior to flying the club's single seat glider, the visiting pilot was required to undergo a dual check. His first check 
flight was conducted in VH-IKB by the club's Chief Flying Instructor who was not satisfied and required another 
flight. The second take-off appeared to be normal but after lift off the glider entered an uncontrolled climb. The 
pilot operated the cable release and handed over control to the instructor There was no elevator control available and 
the glider climbed to about 200 feet above ground level where it stalled and turned left through about 90 degrees. 
The glider descended steeply and impacted the ground on the left wingtip followed by the nose and right wingtip. It 
came to rest after sliding about 20 metres. After the accident it was found that the cast-alloy elevator horn had failed 
as the result of a single overload. Examination of the casting revealed widespread and excessive porosity resulting 
in a degradation of the material static strength including its resistance to impulsively applied loads. The 
investigation established that, during the previous landing, the glider had touched down heavily and there was a 
"sharp" impact in the tail area. Prior to the accident flight, the tail of the glider was visually inspected but no 
evidence was found of any damage. It was not possible to determine positively if the casting failed during the 
accident or on the previous landing. 


