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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199303141 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Opposite farm 110 Prickly Road Coleambally
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Sunday 12 September 1993
Time: 0915 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: Fatal
Injuries:

Fatal Serious Minor None Total
Crew 1 0 0 0 1
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Passenger 0 0 0 0 0
Total        1        0        0        0        1

Aircraft Manufacturer: Freedom Aerolites
Aircraft Model: Sapphire
Aircraft Registration: 25-0149 Serial Number: 0149
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Pleasure/Travel
Damage to Aircraft: Destroyed
Departure Point: Farm 515 Coleambally NSW
Departure Time: 0830 EST
Destination: Farm 515 Coleambally NSW

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Student 165.0 207

Approved for Release: Wednesday, April 24, 1996

Factual Information

The pilot departed from his property in his ultra light aircraft at around 0830 EST for a local flight.  He flew over
several of his friends' properties and over the local township. The weather as reported by witnesses was a sunny
day, wind light and variable, scattered high level cloud with a temperature of 18 degrees C.
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Witnesses reported that they had observed the aircraft flying in a south westerly direction at an altitude of
approximately 150 ft.  The aircraft was observed to be flying at a constant speed with the engine noise remaining
constant.  A father and son said that they waved as the aircraft flew over where they were standing and the pilot
acknowledged by waving back to them. The aircraft then banked steeply to the right, with the bank angle estimated
to be 90 degrees. At approximately 180 degrees into the turn, the aircraft was observed to stall.  At this point the
nose dropped and the aircraft proceeded to rotate.  The aircraft was in a steep nose down wings level attitude, when
the aircraft crashed through the safety rails of a bridge and impacted the ground, fatally injuring the pilot. The point
of impact was approximately 75m from where the witnesses were standing.

Examination of the wreckage did not find any pre-existing defects that would preclude normal operation of the
aircraft.  There was no evidence that the pilot had any pre-existing medical conditions that would affect his ability
to fly the aircraft. The pilot had accumulated some 188 hours flying time in ultra light aircraft, the majority of which
was in this aircraft.  He was currently undergoing additional flying training to gain his Private Pilots Licence.

Analysis

The final flight path observed by the witnesses during the turn was consistent with the aircraft stalling and entering
an autorotation. In attempting the manoeuvre, the pilot allowed the aircraft performance to degrade by not
maintaining sufficient airspeed, resulting in the aircraft departing controlled flight at an altitude insufficient to
recover.
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