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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199300761 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 75 km NNW Brunette Downs
State: NT Inv Category: 3
Date: Friday 02 April 1993
Time: Time Zone CST
Highest Injury Level: Fatal
Injuries:

Fatal Serious Minor None Total
Crew 1 0 0 0 1
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Passenger 0 0 0 0 0
Total        1        0        0        0        1

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: U206E
Aircraft Registration: VH-PLI Serial Number: U20601513
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Spotting - Other
Damage to Aircraft: Destroyed
Departure Point: Brunette Downs NT
Departure Time: 0645 CST
Destination: Brunette Downs NT

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 92.0 457

Approved for Release: Thursday, October 14, 1993

The aircraft took off from the strip near the homestead at about 0645 hours to conduct cattle spotting operations. At
about 0930 hours, the pilot reported by radio that he had completed the spotting task and was directed by the
property manager to fly to the western section of the property and check the status of three bores. When the manager
arrived back at the homestead at about 1200 hours, he found that the aircraft had not returned. Search arrangements
were initiated and the wreckage of the aircraft was later found approximately one kilometre from the second in the
series of bores to be checked.  There were no witnesses to the accident.
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On-site investigation revealed that the aircraft had crashed on flat, open terrain while heading in a north-easterly
direction. The aircraft initially contacted the ground with the left wingtip followed by the propeller 14 metres
beyond this point. There was evidence of a flash fire at this location, and of the aircraft then cartwheeling, before
coming to rest 60 metres from the initial impact point.  The relationship between the wingtip ground impact mark
and the propeller impact point suggested that, at initial impact, the aircraft was in a slightly nose down attitude and
banked steeply to the left.

The  aircraft was severely damaged by a combination of impact forces and post impact fire. Examination of the
wreckage did not disclose any condition or fault which might have contributed to the accident, although fire damage
precluded a complete examination of some components, particularly the instruments and controls in the cockpit
area.

The weather in the area around the time of the accident was reported to have been fine and hot with a light and
variable wind. There were no restrictions to visibility. Flying conditions as described by occupants of the search
aircraft were good with only light turbulence.

The broader area over which the aircraft was operating was covered with lush knee-high grass.  Advice from the
Bureau of Meteorology indicated that the chances of a dust devil (willy-willy) forming in these conditions were
very small.  Dust devil formation usually required barren, very hot and very dry conditions.  No dust devils were
observed in the area during the on-site phase of the investigation.

Considerable bird activity was noted around bores on the property.  However, no evidence of the aircraft having
struck a bird was found, although the post-crash fire could have destroyed any bird remains which might have
entered the cabin area.

The notepad apparently used by the pilot to record information on each bore was found along the wreckage trail.
Writing in pencil on the notepad indicated that the pilot had inspected the first bore (D-15) and recorded his
observations. Beneath this writing was an incomplete recording of information on the second bore (X-8).  At the
end of this writing was  a pencil mark similar to that which might be expected if the writing platform or the pencil
was bumped or disturbed.

Bore inspections were a regular aspect of the pilot's flying duties.  Inspections involved flying over the bore and
checking the amount of water in the holding tank along with the condition of the adjacent animal drinking trough.
The task could be readily accomplished from a flying height of 500 feet above ground level.

There was no indication of any physiological or psychological condition which might have affected the pilot's
ability to operate the aircraft. He had been flying in the area for some 14 months during which time he had
conducted many bore inspection flights. The pilot completed a course in low flying in January 1993.

Factors

The factors which contributed to this accident could not be determined.
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