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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199201782 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 40km NNE Warren
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Tuesday 01 December 1992
Time: 0930 hours Time Zone ESuT
Highest Injury Level: Fatal
Injuries:

Fatal Serious Minor None Total
Crew 0 0 0 1 1
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Passenger 0 0 0 0 0
Total        0        0        0        1        1

Aircraft Manufacturer: Hughes Helicopters
Aircraft Model: 269C
Aircraft Registration: VH-OBK Serial Number: 1190855
Type of Operation: Commercial      Aerial Agriculture/Baiting
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Buttabone NSW
Departure Time:
Destination: Buttabone NSW

Approved for Release: Tuesday, September 13, 1994

The helicopter had been engaged in spraying operations for more than three hours and was refuelled on several
occasions whilst the engine was running. This procedure, which is approved by the Civil Aviation Authority, is
known as "hot refuelling".

The pilot reported that he landed the helicopter to the left and rear of a stationary utility vehicle which contained the
refuelling equipment. After the helicopter came to rest, and contrary to normal hot refuelling procedure, the driver
reversed the utility towards the helicopter and stopped under the main rotor disc. The driver then took a fuel hose
from the tray of the utility to the helicopter. Upon returning to the utility he climbed onto the rear tray to start
transferring fuel, but was struck on the head by the main rotor blades and received fatal injuries.

The driver had been conducting hot refuelling for more than five weeks. The procedure called for the vehicle to
remain stationary after the helicopter landed. The pilot was required to park the helicopter in a position where the
main rotor disc was clear of the utility. With the vehicle parked in this position relative to the helicopter, the driver
could safely climb onto the rear tray to pump fuel into the helicopter without fear of being struck by the rotor. The
reason why the driver departed from this procedure was not established.
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