
Printed on Tuesday 29 April 2008 - 10:35 AM
________________________________________________________________________________________

1

Aviation Safety Investigation Report
199901143

Swearingen Aviation Corp
Metro 2

10 March 1999



Printed on Tuesday 29 April 2008 - 10:35 AM
________________________________________________________________________________________

2
Aviation Safety Investigation Report

199901143
________________________________________________________________________________________

Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199901143 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: Bankstown, Aerodrome
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Wednesday 10 March 1999
Time: 0715 hours Time Zone EST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Swearingen Aviation Corp
Aircraft Model: SA226-TC
Aircraft Registration: VH-UZQ Serial Number: TC-259
Type of Operation: Charter         Cargo
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Bankstown  NSW
Departure Time:
Destination: Unknown

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 800.0 3700

Approved for Release: Monday, September 13, 1999

The pilot reported that he had started the right engine and was about to select the generator ON when he
inadvertently touched the left engine start switch momentarily. The pilot was aware that the left door was open and
loaders were completing last-minute loading. Shortly afterwards, the pilot was advised by the senior base pilot who
was in attendance that the left propeller had rotated briefly and struck a loader who was walking towards the front of
the aircraft. The loader was uninjured and the flight proceeded as planned.

As the result of an inquiry by the freight company, the following recommendations were made and have been
accepted by the aircraft operator:

1.  Development of a documented training program on tarmac operations and procedures.

2.  Implementation of a recurrent training program for tarmac personnel.

3.  Loading personnel to be certified or "signed up" for single-engine turn-around and loading procedures with
engines running.

The operator has included training on "error types" and prevention strategies as part of the company's in-house
human factors management on initial and recurrent training courses. During the regular monthly safety meetings
pilots have been alerted to the need for propeller and personnel awareness.
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