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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199704320 Occurrence Type: Incident
L ocation: 19km S Williamtown, Aerodrome
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Tuesday 30 December 1997
Time: 0909 hours TimeZone ESUT
Highest Injury Level: None
Aircraft Manufacturer: de Havilland Canada
Aircraft Mode: DHC-8-102
Aircraft Registration:  VH-TQP Serial Number: 135
Type of Operation: Air Transport Domestic Low Capacity Passenger Scheduled
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Sydney NSW
Departure Time: 0848 ESuT
Destination: Coffs Harbour NSW
Aircraft Manufacturer: de Havilland Canada
Aircraft Mode: DHC-8-201
Aircraft Registration: VH-TQG Serial Number: 430
Type of Operation: Air Transport Domestic Low Capacity Passenger Scheduled
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Sydney NSW
Departure Time: 0850 ESuT
Destination: Port Macquarie NSW

Approved for Release: Wednesday, April 15, 1998

A Dash 8 aircraft, VH-TQP departed Sydney for Coffs Harbour on climb to FL190. Shortly after this aircraft
departed, a second Dash 8, VH-TQG departed Sydney for Port Macquarie on climb to FL170. The second aircraft
in the departure sequence was a later model Dash 8, capable of maintaining a high speed cruise climb. To maintain
separation between the two aircraft, both were restricted to 160 KIAS on climb.

As TQG approached top of climb (FL170), the controller observed TQP, the slower Dash 8 ahead, still well below
FL170. To expedite the departure of the faster aircraft and achieve coordination with a southbound aircraft, the
controller decided to restrict the climb of TQP to FL 160. The crew understood their instruction was to FL170,
selected thislevel with their assigned altitude indicator and read this altitude back to the controller. The controller
did not detect the discrepancy between the assigned altitude and the crew's read back of the instruction.

The controller was then distracted for a short period of time with other sector controllers involved with an aircraft
experiencing communication difficulties. During this period the mode C readout from TQP was noticed at FL168, in
close proximity to TQG maintaining FL170.
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TQP was instructed to immediately descend to FL 160 and TQG initiated a turn to increase the separation between
the two aircraft. The aircraft proceeded safely to their destinations following this occurrence.
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