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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199703846 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Brewarrina, Aerodrome
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Monday 17 November 1997
Time: 1540 hours Time Zone ESuT
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Beech Aircraft Corp
Aircraft Model: 58
Aircraft Registration: VH-AFK Serial Number: TH-598
Type of Operation: Charter         Cargo
Damage to Aircraft: Substantial
Departure Point: Brewarrina  NSW
Departure Time: 1540 ESuT
Destination: Walgett  NSW

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command ATPL 100.0 1550

Approved for Release: Thursday, December 11, 1997

The pilot reported that during the turn around at Brewarrina, he had not stopped the engines and the freight was
placed in the aircraft through the rear cabin door. The cockpit door was not opened during the turn around. The pilot
said he carried out the pre-takeoff checks and backtracked on runway 21 to use the full length of the runway for
takeoff. After becoming airborne and establishing a positive climb rate he selected the gear up. Seconds later the
pilot heard an explosion-like sound and noticed the cockpit door had opened. The pilot said his initial reaction was
to grab the door and attempt to close it, but due to the aircraft being in a critical stage of flight he concentrated on
flying the aircraft. Judging that he had sufficient runway ahead of him to land the aircraft he closed the throttles. The
pilot said that after losing considerable height he realised the gear was not down, so he immediately applied full
power. The pilot flew the aircraft away from the runway surface and carried out a 500 ft circuit. He subsequently
carried out a normal landing, and taxied clear of the runway.

An inspection of the aircraft revealed that both propellers had contacted the runway, the step behind the right wing
root had been bent up, and the ADF sensor antenna had also been bent. The pilot said that he was certain that the
cockpit door had been positively locked before the  previous departure from Bourke, and that the locking handle had
not been moved since that time.
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