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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199700230 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Geelong Heliport, Helicopter Landing Site
State: VIC Inv Category: 4
Date: Sunday 26 January 1997
Time: 1558 hours Time Zone ESuT
Highest Injury Level: Minor
Injuries:

Fatal Serious Minor None Total
Crew 0 0 1 0 1
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Passenger 0 0 2 0 2
Total        0        0        3        0        3

Aircraft Manufacturer: Hughes Helicopters
Aircraft Model: 269C
Aircraft Registration: VH-IHV Serial Number: 1070638
Type of Operation: Commercial      Aerial Advertising
Damage to Aircraft: Destroyed
Departure Point: Geelong HLS, Vic
Departure Time: 1552 ESuT
Destination: Geelong HLS, Vic

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command Commercial 32.0 285

Approved for Release: Monday, April 21, 1997

After conducting 15 joy flights from the Geelong helipad from about 1145, the pilot flew two passengers on an
advertising project. One of the passengers, a local radio announcer, was tasked to perform a live radio cross from the
helicopter.

On the commencement of the last approach to land to the south east, the pilot estimated the wind to be 15 kts from
the north west. He advised that when on short final, 200 metres from the helipad, he noticed a sudden wind shift and
the helicopter experienced loss of lift. He increased throttle and collective in an attempt to maintain height and reach
the helipad. However, rotor RPM decayed and the helicopter settled into the sea 60 metres short of the helipad.
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Subsequent viewing of amateur video footage showed the latter part of the landing approach to be very shallow,
followed by a classic example of overpitching with the main rotor disc coning and the RPM audio decreasing as the
helicopter descended into the sea.

No fault was reported with the airframe or engine which may have contributed to the accident.
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