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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199600690 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Pearce, Aerodrome
State: WA Inv Category: 4
Date: Thursday 08 February 1996
Time: 0940 hours Time Zone WST
Highest Injury Level: Serious
Injuries:

Fatal Serious Minor None Total
Crew 0 1 0 4 5
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Passenger 0 0 0 0 0
Total        0        1        0        4        5

Aircraft Manufacturer: Sikorsky Aircraft
Aircraft Model: S-76A
Aircraft Registration: VH-LAI Serial Number: 760103
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Practice
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point: Pearce WA
Departure Time: 0920 WST
Destination: Pearce WA

Approved for Release: Tuesday, March 5, 1996

The crew were carrying out rappelling recurrency training at the time of the accident. During the first of several
planned descents down the rope, from 70 ft, the rescue crewman misjudged his speed and landed heavily, resulting
in a fracture of his right leg.

The speed during descent is normally controlled by the degree of braking applied to the rope by one hand. The
braking required is judged on 'feel' through the glove. The rescue crewman was wearing two pairs of gloves as the
pair he normally wore were slightly frayed. He had previously only worn a single pair during rappelling activities. It
is probable that the extra pair of gloves altered the 'feel' causing the crewman to misjudge his descent rate.

The crew were all endorsed for rappelling activities, a pre-flight briefing had been completed and activities were
being conducted in accordance with the operations manual. However, the rescue crewman's rappelling currency had
lapsed.

Safety Action
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The operator has introduced a flying safety instruction requiring crew, who's currency in rappelling has lapsed, to
complete at least three descents from a suitable static platform prior to helicopter operations. In addition, the first
rappel from the helicopter will be completed from 30 ft instead of 70 ft.

The operator is also researching the use of mechanical braking devices as an alternative to the 'feel' system.
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