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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number: 199403882 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: Leeton
State: NSW Inv Category: 4
Date: Monday 26 December 1994
Time: 1705 hours Time Zone ESuT
Highest Injury Level: Fatal
Injuries:

Fatal Serious Minor None Total
Crew 1 0 0 0 1
Ground 0 0 0 0 0
Passenger 0 0 0 0 0
Total        1        0        0        0        1

Aircraft Manufacturer: Glasflugel Gmbh & Co Kg
Aircraft Model: Club Libelle 205
Aircraft Registration: VH-GJG Serial Number: 128
Type of Operation: Non-commercial  Pleasure/Travel
Damage to Aircraft: Destroyed
Departure Point: Leeton NSW
Departure Time: 1705 ESuT
Destination: Leeton NSW

Crew Details:

Role Class of Licence
Hours on

Type Hours Total
Pilot-In-Command 0.4 50

Approved for Release: Wednesday, August 14, 1996

The student pilot with approximately 50 hours experience was undertaking conversion onto a single-seat, higher
performance glider.

About one week before the accident flight, the club flying instructor flew with the pilot in a two seater training
aircraft.  During the takeoff, the launch cable broke and the pilot executed a recovery using the correct technique. 
The flight continued without incident and the flying instructor assessed that the pilot was fully qualified for the
conversion onto the higher performance glider.

The accident flight was his second on the type, the first lasting 26 minutes.
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The glider was winch launched and was observed climbing in a steep attitude from the start of the climb.  At
approximately 100 ft, the glider initially began a turn to the right, but then commenced turning to the left.  The nose
dropped and the glider was observed to enter a spin before impacting the ground at a steep angle.  Witnesses,
experienced glider pilots, observed that immediately before descent the aircraft appeared to be losing speed.

Examination of the wreckage found no deficiencies with the glider, its structure or systems.  Witnesses examining
the wreckage on site found the elevator trimmed so as to give the glider maximum nose-up pitch.

Examination of the elevator trim mechanism failed to find any deficiency with the system which would have
accounted for the nose-up trim setting.  Additionally, analysis of the effect of the impact on the trim mechanism
indicated that the impact would have had a tendency to move it into a nose-down trim setting.  The reason for the
nose-up elevator trim setting could not be determined.

Findings:

(1) The pilot lost control of the glider.

(2) The glider entered a spin and impacted the ground.

(3) There was no indication of any fault in the winch launch of the glider.

(4) No pre-existing glider defect contributing to the accident was identified.

(5) The elevator trim was found in the full nose-up position.
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