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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as aresult of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
inany civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrencesreported tothe ATSB are categorised and recorded. For adetailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the AT SB website at www.atsb.gov.au.

Printed on Tuesday 15 April 2008 - 12:52 PM



3
Aviation Safety I nvestigation Report

199300168

The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199300168

L ocation:
State:
Date:
Time

Tamworth

NSW Inv Category: 4
Wednesday 27 January 1993

1130 hours TimeZone ESUT

Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Mooney Aircraft Corp

Aircraft Mode:
Aircraft Registration:
Type of Operation:
Damageto Aircraft:
Departure Point:
Departure Time:
Destination:

Aircraft
Manufacturer:
Aircraft Model:
Aircraft Registration:

Type of Operation:

Damageto Aircraft:
Departure Point:
Departure Time:
Destination:

M20J

VH-ASO Serial Number: 24-0858
Charter Passenger

Nil

Piper Aircraft Corp

PA-31-350
VH-LHD

Air Transport Domestic Low Capacity Passenger
Scheduled

Nil

Sydney NSW
0932 ESuT
Gunnedah NSW

Approved for Release: Thursday, May 20, 1993

Occurrence Type: Incident

Serial
Number:

31-7552095

VH-LHD was on aflight from Sydney to Gunnedah and had commenced descent from 10,000ft. The pilot was
advised by Flight Service that there was no Instrument Flight Rules [IFR] traffic which was the correct information
at that moment. Immediately after this transmission information was received by the Flight Service Officer on
VH-ASO [Mooney 20J] departing Tamworth on climb to 6,000ft on atrack that conflicted with VH-LHD.

The Flight Service Officer [FSO] was performing co-ordination tasks at the time and did not immediately recognise
the confliction, preferring to complete these tasks before assessing the changes due to the presence of VH-LHD. As
soon as the FSO realised the situation, traffic information was passed to both pilots but as these transmissions were
taking place the aircraft passed with approximately 500ft vertical separation and no horizontal separation with the
top aircraft VH-LHD descending.
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Significant Factor

The Flight Service Officer did not realise the implications of the departure of VH-ASO in sufficient timeto alert the
pilots to the conflict.
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