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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose of
enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety significance and
may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the Executive Director of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport
Safety Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence
in any civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE:  All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded.  For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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The Bureau did not conduct an on scene investigation of this occurrence. The information presented below was
obtained from information supplied to the Bureau.

Occurrence Number: 199300014 Occurrence Type: Incident
Location: 74km ENE Perth
State: WA Inv Category: 4
Date: Thursday 14 January 1993
Time: 1015 hours Time Zone WST
Highest Injury Level: None

Aircraft Manufacturer: Cessna Aircraft Company
Aircraft Model: 441
Aircraft Registration: VH-ANJ Serial Number:
Type of Operation: Charter         Passenger
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point:
Departure Time:
Destination: Perth WA

Aircraft
Manufacturer:

Fokker B.V.

Aircraft Model: F28 MK 4000
Aircraft Registration: VH-FKI Serial

Number:
Type of Operation: Air Transport   Domestic High Capacity Passenger

Scheduled
Damage to Aircraft: Nil
Departure Point:
Departure Time:
Destination: Perth WA

Approved for Release: Friday, July 9, 1993

Arrivals radar was being operated by a trainee controller under the supervision of a rated controller. VH-ANJ and
VH-FKI were both tracking to Perth via Clackline. The trainee controller had given both heading and altitude
instructions to the aircraft in an attempt to manage their separation.  A breakdown in separation standards occurred
when the aircraft approached to within 3 nautical miles and 500 feet vertically before the instructions took effect.
The supervising controller took over and provided VH-FKI with traffic information on VH-ANJ which allowed
visual separation to be maintained.

Although the trainee controller recognised that there would be a separation problem the instructions given to the
aircraft were not given in time nor were they sufficient to separate the aircraft under all possible conditions.
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The supervising controller was slow to take control of the situation because he wished to give the trainee, who was
at an advanced stage of training, the opportunity of recognising the situation and making the necessary corrections.

The traineeUs task was made more difficult when VH-FKI did not descend as early as anticipated and drifted to the
right of the runway 24 localiser, and towards VH-ANJ, after the pilot had reported established.

The following factors led to the development of this occurrence.

1. The trainee controller did not have sufficient expertise to be able to recognise and allow for all possible variables
in the traffic conflict situation.

2. The supervising controller made an error of judgement when he delayed his intervention and was unable to
prevent the breakdown in separation standards.

3. Whilst not a direct factor, the flight path of VH-FKI complicated the situation.
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