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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number:
Location:
Date:
Highest Injury Level:
Injuries:

198903812
19km WNW of Roma QLD
28 September 1989
Fatal
Fatal
Crew
1
Ground
0
Passenger 4
Total
5

Aircraft Details:
Registration:
Serial Number:
Operation Type:
Damage Level:
Departure Point:
Departure Time:
Destination:

Serious
0
0
0
0

Occurrence Type: Accident
Time: 1914

Minor
0
0
0
0

None
0
0
0

Beech 95-B55 Baron
VH-AEB
TC 01107
Charter
Destroyed
Longreach QLD
1725
Roma QLD

Approved for Release: 6th March 1990
Circumstances:
At 1911 hours the pilot made a routine radio transmission stating that the aircraft was 20 miles (37 kilometres)
north-west of Roma inbound, and leaving 4000 feet on descent. He then spoke to the company at Roma on the
company VHF frequency. The pilot did not respond to a traffic advisory call from Brisbane Flight Service at 1914
hours, and did not report his arrival at 1917 hours, the estimated time of arrival. Later, when the aircraft could not
be located on the ground at Roma aerodrome, an aircraft which had previously departed Roma was diverted to
search along the inbound track of the missing aircraft. An Emergency Locator Beacon (ELB) signal was later
detected by a searching Army helicopter 19 kilometres west-north-west of Roma, and the wreckage was located at
0145 hours. The aircraft had flown into trees whilst in a shallow descent. Both engines were operating and the
wings were level at impact. The weather was fine and the sky was clear but it was a very dark night with no
discernible horizon. There were no defects found with the aircraft that may have contributed to the development of
the accident. The Minimum Safe Altitude for aircraft operating visually at night in the Roma area is 3000 feet above
mean sea level (amsl). A visual descent may only be continued below 3000 feet at Roma when the aerodrome is in
sight, and the aircraft is within 3 nautical miles. The accident site is approximately 1050 feet amsl. There was no
evidence that the pilot was incapacitated, and the reason the aircraft descended below Minimum Safe Altitude was
not determined.
Significant Factors:
The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident
1. The night was dark, without a visible horizon.
2. The aircraft descended below the Minimum Safe Altitude, for reasons which have not been determined.

