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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number:
Location:
Date:
Highest Injury Level:
Injuries:

198501412
Meander TAS
26 December 1985
Nil
Fatal
Crew
0
Ground
0
Passenger 0
Total
0

Aircraft Details:
Registration:
Serial Number:
Operation Type:
Damage Level:
Departure Point:
Departure Time:
Destination:

Occurrence Type: Accident
Time: 1520

Serious
0
0
0
0

Minor
1
0
0
0

None
1
0
1

Piper PA 25-235
VH-CKL
Aerial Work (Spraying)
Destroyed
Meander TAS
1520
Meander TAS

Approved for Release: April 16th 1986
Circumstances:
The pilot was spraying a small paddock, to the south east of which the ground rose steeply. All spraying runs were
being conducted towards the south east, with the pilot carrying out left hand orbits at the end of each run in order to
reposition the aircraft. However, manoeuvring in this manner was taking the aircraft close to houses in a noise
sensitive area. The pilot therefore decided to carry out a procedure turn and conduct a run into the north west. About
half way around this turn the aircraft lost performance, probably as the result of a downdraft, and then stalled at
about 100 feet above the ground. There was insufficient height available for the pilot to effect recovery and the
aircraft struck the ground in about a 30 degree nosedown attitude. The pilot subsequently advised that he was aware
that downdrafts were likely to be present in the prevailing conditions. However, he had been concerned to avoid the
noise sensitive area, and had not considered the possibility of downdrafts as he manoeuvred over rising terrain.
When he was attempting to recover from the stall situation, the pilot had not dumped his load because there were
valuable animals in the paddock below the aircraft.

