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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number:
Location:
Date:
Highest Injury Level:
Injuries:

198402343
4 km SSE of Korumburra VIC
1 September 1984
Fatal
Fatal
Crew
1
Ground
0
Passenger 1
Total
2

Aircraft Details:
Registration:
Serial Number:
Operation Type:
Damage Level:
Departure Point:
Departure Time:
Destination:

Serious
0
0
0
0

Occurrence Type: Accident
Time: 1450 (aprx)

Minor
0
0
0
0

None
0
0
0

Piper PA25-235/A1
VH-MYE
Glider Towing
Destroyed
Leongatha VIC
1450 (aprx)
Leongatha VIC

Approved for Release: 30th July, 1985
Circumstances:
The pilot had been engaged in glider towing operations for about four months, and had completed 108 towing
flights. During the afternoon the pilot had carried out two aerotow flights without incident. On the accident flight a
normal take-off and transit to the north side of Korumburra township was made. The glider was released at a height
of 2000 feet above ground level and the tug aircraft then turned and tracked towards a right base leg position for the
south west landing strip at Leongatha. Not all of this flight was observed, but two witnesses noticed the aircraft
descending in a spin to the right. It appeared to recover briefly, with the nose being raised above the level flight
attitude, however a spin to the left then commenced. This spin continued until the aircraft disappeared from sight,
but the wreckage distribution and impact marks indicated that the pilot had been able to stop the rotation in the last
moments of the flight. It was evident that insufficient height remained to effect a full recovery. A detailed inspection
of the wreckage did not disclose any defect or malfunction with the aircraft, its engine or systems that might have
contributed to the development of the accident. It was considered unlikely that the pilot had deliberately entered a
spin on his return to the airfield. The aircraft type is not approved for spinning, and the spin characteristics of this
particular two seat conversion are unknown. There was no evidence available to determine how or why the spin
situation developed. It was apparent that the pilot had succeeded in partially recovering from the initial spin,
however the recovery technique being employed did not prevent a spin in the opposite direction.

