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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number:
Location:
Date:
Highest Injury Level:
Injuries:

198502517
Occurrence Type: Accident
Georges River, 1 km West of Bankstown Airport NSW
11 February 1985
Time: N/A
Nil
Fatal
Crew
0
Ground
0
Passenger 0
Total
0

Aircraft Details:
Registration:
Serial Number:
Operation Type:
Damage Level:
Departure Point:
Departure Time:
Destination:

Serious
0
0
0
0

Minor
2
0
0
0

None
2
0
2

Cessna 210N
VH-HOC
Dual Instruction
Substantial
Hoxton Park NSW
N/A
Bankstown NSW

Approved for Release: 8th November, 1985
Circumstances:
The aircraft was flown to Hoxton Park and a number of circuits and landings were carried out as part of an
endorsement exercise. The pilot in command then elected to return to Bankstown in order to refuel the aircraft.
During the approach the engine lost power and attempts to restart it were unsuccessful. A ditching was carried out in
the Georges River and the pilots swam to the shore. The aircraft had been cross-hired and the instructor, who had
not previously flown the aircraft, told the student to conduct a preflight check while he familiarized himself with the
avionics. However, the student did not check the fuel contents because he could not reach the fuel caps and did not
carry out a water check because he was unaware of the location of the fuel drain points. The instructor said that
before the engine lost power he had selected the left fuel tank because the right tank gauge indicated empty. After
recovery of the aircraft an examination revealed no prior fault with the engine or the fuel system. The fuel system
was contaminated with river water and the right tank contained no usable fuel. However, the left tank contained 16
litres of usable fuel which would have been sufficient to provide engine power with the left tank selected while the
aircraft was in level, co-ordinated flight. It is probable that the initial power loss was caused by fuel starvation
resulting from uncovering of the left fuel tank outlet. The instructor's attempts to restart the aircraft were not in
accordance with the manufacturer's checklist and included 5 movements of the fuel tank selector in quick
succession following the loss of power.

