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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.
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Occurrence Number:
Location:
Date:
Highest Injury Level:
Injuries:

198602345
Chipping Norton NSW
17 August 1986
Fatal
Fatal
Crew
1
Ground
0
Passenger 4
Total
5

Aircraft Details:
Registration:
Serial Number:
Operation Type:
Damage Level:
Departure Point:
Departure Time:
Destination:

Occurrence Type: Accident
Time: 1119

Serious
0
0
1
1

Minor
0
0
0
0

None
0
0
0

Piper Aircraft Corp PA-32

Private (Pleasure)
Destroyed
Bankstown NSW
1117
Bankstown NSW

Approved for Release: 21/07/1987
Circumstances:
The pilot, who was a part-owner of the aircraft, had arranged to take some friends on a scenic flight over beaches to
the north of Sydney. The aircraft made an apparently normal takeoff, into a wind of about 10 knots. About one
minute later, the pilot advised that an engine failure had occurred and he requested a landing in the reciprocal
direction. At this time the aircraft was at a height of about 400 feet above the ground. Witnesses observed the
aircraft commence a turn with a bank angle of about 30 degrees. Height was lost rapidly, and after turning through
180 degrees the aircraft collided with the roof of a factory and burst into flames. The survivor escaped from the left
rear seat shortly before the front section of the aircraft fell through the factory roof to the floor below. A number of
witnesses had heard the engine splutter before the exhaust note died away, suggesting a problem with the aircraft
fuel system. It was determined that the engine was delivering little or no power at the time of impact. No evidence
was found of a mechanical defect or malfunction which might have caused the power loss, and the reason for the
apparent engine failure was not established. At the point where the pilot commenced to turn towards the aerodrome,
the aircraft did not have the necessary gliding performance to reach the runway. The terrain ahead of the aircraft in
the takeoff direction afforded a greater chance of a successful forced landing. The reason the pilot elected to attempt
to return to the aerodrome could not be determined.

